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Wild Basin Preserve

3

• Created in 1980s as 
• wilderness preserve
• environmental education 
center

• Grandfathered into BCP 1996
• Co‐owned by Travis County & 
NGO committee

• St. Edward’s took over NGO’s 
role



Wild Basin Mission:
To protect and 
maintain the preserve’s 
urban wilderness, and 
to promote the 
importance of 
environmental 
education, research, 
conservation, and 
preservation 



Dr. Allan Hook, 1953 - 2013



Concordia University



Evolution of Roles 
from Landowner to 
Preserve Partner





Graduate 
Student 
Research

Streptanthus bracteatus

Bracted twistflower



Black‐capped vireo 
• Foraging
• Migration corridors

Golden‐cheeked warbler
• Edge effects
• Modeling

Master’s Theses Research on the BCP



Contractual Research: Baylor University
Joseph D. White, Ph.D.
Spatial Ecology Laboratory
Center for Spatial Research

2009 Stand Age Mapping



Baylor University
Dr. Joseph White





Tawny Crazy Ant Research
• Recent invader from South 
America

• Spreading rapidly to preserve
• Studying effects on GCWA  & 
prey base



July 2017 November 2017



University of Texas
Dr. Ed LeBrun, Entomologist
Brackenridge Field Laboratory

Joint Research Project with 
UT and BCP Staff
• Started with Section 6 
Research Grant

• Continued with joint 
funding by 

• City of Austin
• Travis County

• Staff & Dr. Le Brun
conduct research



Research in Mexico & Central America

• Golden‐cheeked 
warbler habitat 
protected by many 
entities

• Conservation Lands 
Inventory

Range map
Source: Cornell Univ.

Austin

• Data exchanges
• Songbird wintering 
range 

• Telemetry difficult 
with tiny birds
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Sherri/Daryl?
City buying properties and the S & L crisis 


